Lead and zinc protoporphyrin in the blood of a rural child population in Asturias, Spain.
Lead and zinc protoporphyrin were determined in the blood of 54 children aged from 2 to 14 years living in a rural area of west Asturias (Spain). Mean values found were 14.4 and 27.7 micrograms dl-1, respectively. Blood lead levels are considerably lower than those of children living in central Asturias, which is more highly industrialised, showing the large part played by industry and road traffic in increasing both parameters.